
 

In 1967 in Afroyim v. Rusk the 

Supreme Court ruled that the 

14th Amendment concluded 

that Afroyim’s right to his US                

citizenship, even after voting in 

a election in Israel, was a con-

stitutional right.  Before 1967 a 

U.S. citizen forfeited their citizen-

ship by voting in such an election.  

Although the U.S. may now recognize 

that citizens of the UK, France, Ice-

land, or others may retain their citi-

zenship of their birth nation. There is 

one, in particular, that does not allow 

or recognize dual citizenship. That is 

the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Philippians tells us, “but our citizen-

ship is in heaven, and from it 

we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ 3:20,” Jesus demands exclu-

sivity among those who follow him. 

One cannot go home and bury their 

father (Lk 9:59). One cannot put 

one’s family before God (Lk. 9:61-

62). 

In fact, our job description from Jesus 

is one of being “Christ’s Ambassa-

dors” (2 Co. 5:20). We are honoring 

toward the earthly rulers, under 

whom we live, but our allegiance is to 

Jesus.  

Even as we honor and pray for said 

leaders. We do so with the under-

standing that the Holy Spirit compels 

us to love others because our ambas-

sadorial duties is to have God make 

“his appeal through us”.  

For reflection: Would your life 

change if you had to choose to be 

a citizen of heaven or of the U.S.? 

In what ways and to what extent? 

Pray on this...   
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Citizenship: Philippians 3:17-4:1  



 

In Luke’s writing to Theophilus 
he tells him this gospel is the a 
compilation of the “narrative of 
the things that have been ac-
complished among us.” Most 
likely a Hellenistic Jew, Luke 
was also a follower of Christ, a 
physician, and travelling com-
panion of Paul.  

Luke 13 is about re-

pentance and judg-

ment. Are sins and 

bad things linked? 

What does it take to 

save a fig tree? The 

smallest thing leads to 

huge transformations.  

Even as Herod threat-

ens Jesus, He knows 

His work will be fin-

ished in Jerusalem and God’s timing 

not Herod’s. 

Jerusalem is the center of Jesus’ 

ministry for Luke. He begins with a 

childless old man in Jerusalem, Zech-

ariah, and the promise of a child like 

none other. He ends in 25:49 com-

manding the disciples to “stay in the 

city until you are clothed with power 

from on high”. 

In fact, Luke uses Jerusalem 27 

times, more than Matthew and Mark 

combined. As Jesus remembers la-

ments over the city he speaks of His 

own coming death.  

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 

city that kills the prophets and 

stones those who 

are sent to it! How 

often would I 

have gathered your 

children together as 

a hen gathers her 

brood under her 

wings, and you were 

not willing!”  

Jesus would save. Je-

sus would comfort. 

Jesus would protect. But the city was 

not willing and because of their re-

fusal they would become desolate, 

forgotten, empty, and broken.  

 

F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R :  

Second Sunday in Lent 
Lamenting in the midst of promises... Each week of Lent we 

will add something new 

to the cross... 

The sign that is on our cross 
today was done my an elder 
at Community Presbyterian 
Church in Hawthorne.  

It comes from John 19:19-20,  

“Pilate also wrote an inscrip-
tion and put it on the cross. It 
read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews.” 20 Many of 
the Jews read this inscription, 
for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city, 
and it was written in Arama-
ic, in Latin, and in Greek.”  

We didn’t know Aramaic so 
we put it in Hebrew  

MONTH Year 

When a guest walks into Kenton what do you hope 

they notice? We pray they will encounter open, kind 

people, and God honoring worship. But,  what if, in-

stead, they notice upswept floors, cobwebs and dingi-

ness. Saturday, April 13 join me as we clean Ken-

ton Church and get it ready for Easter.   

 

 Pastor Alan 

EASTER CLEAN UP 
Saturday April 13,                                                         

8:30 AM till about 2 PM 

Pastor Alan 



 

Covenant: The Work of God 

Guest Preacher 
Reverend Stasia Van Buskirk 

In March, Alan and family will 
be taking some vacation. 
While gone, I have asked 
Rev. Van Buskirk to fill Ken-
ton’s pulpit.  

She has preached before at Ken-

ton on multiple occasions. In fact, 

she is the first person I usually 

ask to fill in for me.  

She was going to fill both Sun-

days I was gone. Family situations 

(see prayer request in the bulletin) 

make it impossible for her to be 

here on March 31. As of this time 

I’m still looking for someone.  

She is looking forward to seeing 

her Kenton family so please at-

tend worship the 24th.  

Remember her and her husband, 

Wade, as both are dealing with 

issues around their aging parents.  

Your presence and prayers go a 

long way in encouraging our sister 

in Christ. 

Peace 

Alan 

If you’ve spent time 

around Presbyterians 

you’ll have probably 

heard the word 

“Covenant” mentioned 

from either the pulpit or 

at a meeting of pastor –

type folk. 

A covenant is an ancient form 

of making an agreement or alli-

ance between two parties.  

Among nations, the stronger nations 

and a vassal agree to protection and 

paying homage or taxes.  

In Hebrew the word for covenant is 

carat. The literal translation is “to cut” 

Thus, in Genesis 15 has animals sac-

rificed then laid out so the blood from 

both halves would flow between the 

halves.  

Then both parties would walk on the 

blood. It was a serious symbolic way 

of declaring  “Let this be done to me. 

Let my body be cut up and trashed if 

I were to break this covenant.”  

Abram falls into a deep sleep and a  

dreadful darkness overtakes him. 

Here God speaks to him of his future 

family—Israel. After the “great dark-

ness” (v12) is past verse 17 says, 

“When the sun had gone down”.  

God, has a fire pot and torch passes 

between the animals sealing the cov-

enant between Abram and Himself. 

Covenantal Grace 

Knowing the failing of humans, God 

and God alone seals the covenant. 

He takes on any curse for the break-

ing of the covenant. Hebrews 6:13-14 

makes it clear that “when God made 

a promise to Abraham, since he had 

no one greater by whom to swear, he 

swore by himself, saying, “Surely I 

will bless you and multiply you.”  

 And this is possible because God 

knows that the fulfillment of this and 

all covenants is fulfilled in the coming 

of Jesus, the Christ and His sacrifice 

on the cross.  

In Hebrew the word 

for covenant is  carat. 

The literal translation 

of which, is “to cut”  



 
KENTON CHURCH 

2108 N. Lombard St. 
Portland, OR. 97217 
Phone: 503.289.7522 
kentonchurch.epc@gmail.com 

Each week of Lent there will be 
readings in the Psalms, Old Testa-
ment, Letters, and the Gospels. 
These are for Monday—Saturday  
 

There is no reading on Sundays 
since they are not part of Lent. 

DATE PSALM OT EPISTLE GOSPEL 

March 18 AM 56-58 
PM 64, 65 

Jer. 1:11-19 Rom. 1:1-15 John 4:57-42 

March 19 AM 61, 62 
PM 668 

Jer. 2:1-13 Rom. 1:16-25 John 4:43-54 

March 20 AM 72 
PM 119:73-96 

Jer. 3:6-18 Rom. 1:28-2:11 John 5:1-18 

March 21 AM 70 , 71 
PM 74 

Jer. 4:9-28 Rom. 2:12-24 John 5:19-2- 

March 22 AM 69 
PM 73 

Jer. 5:1-9 Rom. 2: 25-3:18 John 5:30-47 

March 23 AM 75, 76 
PM 23,27 

Jer. 5:20-31 Rom 3:19-31 John 7:1-13 

Sunday March 24  

March 25 AM 80 
PM  77,79 

Jer. 7:1-15 Rom 4:1-12 John 7”14-36 

March 26 AM 78:1-39 
PM  78:40-72 

Jer. 7:21-34 Rom 4:13-25 John 7:37-52 

March 27 AM  119:97-120 
PM 81,82 

Jer. 8:18-9:6 Rom 5:1-11 John 8:12-20 

March 28 AM 42, 43 
PM 85, 86 

Jer. 11:1-8, 14-
20 

Rom 6:1-11 John 8:33-47 

March 29 AM 88 
PM 91, 92 

Jer. 11:1-8, 14-
20 

Rom 6:1-11 John 8:33-47 

Luke 13:35 Luke 13:35 


