
 

An earlier newsletter I wrote 

about our citizenship in the 

Kingdom of God. Unlike hu-

man nations, God’s Kingdom 

has a calling and commis-

sion for each of His citizens. 

God’s kingdom is made up of people 

from every people 

group, tribe, language 

and ethnicity. To argue 

against this is foolish-

ness and contradicts 

the clear teaching of 

God’s Word—Rev. 

7:9.  

Knowing Christ as 

Savior and Lord first 

makes us into new creations v17. 

Some followers of Christ are happy 

with this change. They believe that is 

all they need.  

However, Jesus commanded us in 

Matthew 28:18-20 to be His witness-

es. The Apostle Paul says the same 

thing when we says Jesus “gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation” v18.  

We also been given “the message of 

reconciliation” v19. which is that God 

paid the debt that we owed for our 

sins. Then verse 20 starts with there-

fore.  

Our calling is that of an ambassador. 

Ambassadors serve the nation or 

Kingdom of which we are an ambas-

sador. As ambassa-

dors, our interest are 

the interests of those 

who sent us—

namely, Jesus. 

The danger is in 

confusing the agen-

da of our Lord and of 

the world. Fifty some 

times John uses the 

phrase “the world”.  Twenty-eight of 

these occur during Jesus’ last night 

with his disciples. We are in the world 

but, like Jesus, we area not “of the 

world”.  We have been adopted by 

God, made heirs of His Kingdom, 

sent forth as ambassadors of the 

same kingdom. All with the goal that 

others would come to know the truth 

of God’s love through Jesus. Amen. 
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In 1977 Jackson Browne released 

his Running on Empty album. The 

single topped out at #11 on Bill-

board and the album reached #3. 

The inspiration came for Browne’s 

own behavior of never filling up 

his gas tank.  

It is chilling tale not unlike that of the 

younger brother in Luke’s gospel. He 

takes and squanders 

his inheritance, run-

ning out of money and 

friends. This man, this 

Son of Abraham, had 

discovered how those 

he had called friends 

had left him high and 

dry. Browne’s subject 

has the same experi-

ence as he writes; 

“I don't know how to tell 

you all just how crazy this life feels.  

I look around for the friends that I used to 

turn to, to pull me through 

Looking into their eyes I see them running 

too” 

When this man comes to himself he 

returns with every intent of being the 

cast off. He expected and deserved 

ridicule and punishment.  

Returning home, empty, he is met by 

a father who has stared down the 

path for days, waiting. He is wel-

comed, given a place of honored, and  

celebrated by all, except his older 

brother.  

In our lives, today, can we see places 

that we would describe 

as ‘empty’? Perhaps 

it’s a relationship, a 

sense of emotional or 

physical health. Maybe 

its something that so 

weighs us down we 

have stopped caring. 

Whatever it might be 

God’s Gospel to us is 

that our Heavenly Fa-

ther rushes to meet us 

as we return home. He comes with 

acceptance, and welcomes us as 

alive.  

As we continue down this path of 

Lent, remember that the Father’s love 

flows from the cross of Christ.  

                                     Peace                            

 

F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R :  

Forth Sunday in Lent 
Running on Empty... Each week of Lent we 

will add something new 

to the cross... 

Adding to the sign and crown 
of thorns is red ribbons and a 
hammer. Nailed through his 
ankles and hands he was 
hung on the cross to die.   

Luke 23:33-34 says,  

“33 And when they came 
to the place that is called 
The Skull, there they cru-
cified him, and the crimi-
nals, one on his right and 
one on his left. 34 And Je-
sus said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not 
what they do” And they 
cast lots to divide his gar-
ments.”  

Let us remember that it was 
our sins that put him on that 
cross and his love that kept 
him there. 

EASTER CLEAN UP 
Saturday April 13,                                                         

8:30 AM till about 2 PM 

What needs to be taken care for our Easter Clean Up?  

• Sweep cobwebs from the corners and ceilings  
• Dusting woodwork pews, doors, and landings 
• Vacuum and mop the elevator and landings 
• Checking and changing light bulbs 
• Vacuuming and cleaning the church entries 
• Washing the window on Chatham Street doors 
• Really need the entry steps pressure washed 
 

Saturday, April 13 join me as we clean Kenton 

Church and get it ready for Easter.   

Pastor Alan 

Pastor Alan 



 Moving On: You’re where you belong 

Guest Preacher 
Reverend Stasia Van Buskirk 

A generation has died in the 
wilderness following Is-

rael’s refusal to take 
what God had of-
fered. In Numbers 
13, when the spies 
return they agree 
that the land “flows 
with milk and hon-

ey” . But that “the 
people who dwell in the 

land are strong… vv27-
28.  

Caleb declares God’s will. Let’s 

go for it. But he is overruled by 

the others who spread lies about 

the land. 

In response, God promise that no 

one over the age of 20 except for 

Caleb and Joshua will enter the 

land. 

Jump ahead forty years and Josh-

ua, Caleb and the others have 

entered the land. Four days after 

crossing the Jordan the people 

celebrate Passover. It was a sim-

ple meal from the promised land. 

When the people awoke the next 

morning, there was no manna.  

God had not forgotten or forsaken 

His people. He still provides for 

their daily bread only now, it was 

all around them for the taking. 

Israel was where they belonged. 

They were about to take posses-

sion of what God had promised 

Abram some 400 years previously 

and which they gave up 40 years 

before. 

Lent is about following Christ as 

he gives himself up to the cross. 

Nothing that happens to Jesus is 

accidental. He is right where he is 

supposed to be. 

Do we need to cultivate a life that 

declares, “I am where God wants 

me.” Do we need to reacquaint 

ourselves with God’s will as we 

seek to make sense of our lives. If 

so there is no better place to 

begin than at Christ’s cross. 

 And the Lord said to      

Joshua, “Today I have rolled 

away the reproach of Egypt 

from you.”  
Joshua 5:9 

I hope you had a great time 
with Stasia last Sunday.  

It is because of her work that 
Kenton will have the honorably 
retired, Rev. Richard Spencer 
preaching today at Kenton.  

His ministry includes several 
congregations in the Los Ange-
les area. He retired from Sara-
toga church in 2007. Currently 
he has one daughter who is an 
Associate Pastor at Oakhills 
Church in Milwaukie. His wife 
is also a Sunday School teach-
er there. 

See you next week at the 
Lord’s Table. 

Peace 

Alan 

 



 
KENTON CHURCH 

2108 N. Lombard St. 
Portland, OR. 97217 
Phone: 503.289.7522 
kentonchurch.epc@gmail.com 

Each week of Lent there will be 
readings in the Psalms, Old Testa-
ment, Letters, and the Gospels. 
These are for Monday—Saturday  
 

There is no reading on Sundays 
since they are not part of Lent. 

DATE PSALM OT EPISTLE GOSPEL 

March 27 AM  119:97-120 
PM 81,82 

Jer. 8:18-9:6 Rom 5:1-11 John 8:12-20 

March 28 AM 42, 43 
PM 85, 86 

Jer. 11:1-8, 14-
20 

Rom 6:1-11 John 8:33-47 

March 29 AM 88 
PM 91, 92 

Jer. 11:1-8, 14-
20 

Rom 6:1-11 John 8:33-47 

March 30 AM 87,90 
PM 136 

Jer. 13:1-11 Rom. 6:12-23 John 8:47-59 

Sunday March 31  

April 1 AM 89:1-18 
PM  89:19-52 

Jer. 16:10-21 Rom 7:1-12 John 6:1-15 

April 2 AM 97, 99, 100 
PM  94, 95 

Jer. 17:19-27 Rom 7:13-25 John 6:16-27 

April  3 AM  101, 109 
PM 119:121-144 

Jer. 18:1-11 Rom 8:1-11 John 6:27-40 

April  4 AM 69 
PM 73 

Jer. 22:13-23 Rom 8:12-27 John 6:41-51 

April 5 AM 107:1-32 
PM 107:33-43 

Jer. 23:1-8 Rom 8:28-39 John 6:52-59 


