
 

Growing up I was told my mom’s 

family was English, Danish, Irish, 

and Welch. After doing years of 

genealogy research I have discov-

ered she was 25% accurate. I’m 

English and Danish on her side. 

Our identity is not found in stories 

but in hard facts. 

Paul outlined for the church in Philippi 

his Jewish pedigree. It 

is an impressive list. 

He spoke Hebrew as 

did his parents. Most 

Jews in the first centu-

ry spoke Aramaic. He 

was trained in the Law 

and kept it. So zealous 

was Paul that he con-

sidered his persecution 

of the church as an act 

of his faithful service to God.  

What value is this to Paul? He con-

siders all his specialness as a Jew of 

Jews as “whatever gait... I counted as 

a loss for the sake of the gospel” (v7). 

He expands on this in verse 8 saying, 

“I count everything as loss because 

of the surpassing worth of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord”.  

Later he says he “count[s] them as 

rubbish”. This word is used only here 

in the New Testament. Elsewhere, in 

Greek the use of the word is almost 

always tied to human digestive 

waste, feces.  

Paul left Jerusalem and the temple 

for Rome and prison. Leav-

ing behind all that he had 

counted on to bring him a 

sense of identity. 

Holy Week is just ahead of 

us. With that in mind, is 

there something that we 

hold on to that needs to be 

flushed away? Perhaps a 

sense of identity tied to our 

position, profession, or peo-

ple. Whatever it is we need to give 

up, we can be certain that the Holy 

Spirit will continue to cause us to be-

come more and more like our Lord, 

Jesus. 

Peace 
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F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R :  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
A week from Hell... 

Holy Week begins next Sunday 

but it does one well to focus our 

eyes on this critical week for crea-

tion. It begins with Jesus’ entry 

into Jerusalem as Passover is 

starting. It ends with Jesus’ being 

raised from the dead. In between, 

is a week from Hell. 

It is a week in which all of humanity is 

tested. His disciples fail 

Jesus. Peter denies him 

and Judas sells Him out. 

Thomas doesn’t believe 

Jesus has risen from the 

grave. 

The Jewish leaders be-

tray their love of power 

and position as they  

seek Jesus’ death. 

Rome’s opinion of Pilate 

is more important than 

doing what is right. The gathered 

crowd demands Jesus’ death. Some 

of the same people who shouted Ho-

sanna less than a week earlier. 

Even Jesus prays for His Father’s 

plan to be changed if it was possible. 

But He, and he alone submits himself 

to God’s plan.  

All that happens during this week was 

to fulfill God’s plan to take from Hell 

the power it holds over creation—

death and the fear of death.  

The moment when God turns His 

back on Jesus is the most horren-

dous moment in all history. Jesus 

cries “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?” and for the first 

time in eternity Jesus is not in com-

munion with His Fa-

ther. 

The punishment we 

deserve for our sins 

fell on Jesus. As did 

the punishment that 

everyone else de-

serves. This is  

Jesus’ death in Gib-

son’s The Passion of 

Christ  cuts to Satan 

screaming upwards in horror or an-

ger. As the camera pulls upward 

away from Satan you seen him left 

behind in a wasteland. That is the 

power of Christ’s cross. He has taken 

death and it’s power from Hell. And 

offers to us salvation and adoption as 

God’s heirs if we will believe.  

Peace.  

Each week of Lent we 

add something new to 

the cross... 

 

Adding to the other sym-

bols we place a whip, re-

minding how Pilate had 

Jesus scourged. Mark 

15:15 says,  

“So Pilate, wishing to 

satisfy the crowd, re-

leased for them Barab-

bas, and having scourged 

Jesus, he delivered him to 

be crucified.”  

What needs to be taken care for our Easter Clean Up?  

• Sweep cobwebs from the corners and ceilings  
• Dusting woodwork pews, doors, and landings 
• Vacuum and mop the elevator and landings 
• Checking and changing light bulbs 
• Vacuuming and cleaning the church entries 
• Washing the window on Chatham Street doors 
• Really need the entry steps pressure washed 

Wheelers will take care of the steps that afternoon. 

Saturday, April 13 join me as we clean Kenton Church and get it ready 

for Easter.   Pastor Alan 

EASTER CLEAN UP 
Next Saturday,                                                         

Pastor Alan 



 God’s Love: getting what we don’t deserve 

EASTER CHANGES... 
Yep, things are different this year 

 

He has told you, O 

man, what is good; 

and what does 

the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and 

to love kindness, and 

to walk humbly with 

your God?  

Micah 6:8 

“The Lord is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger 

and abounding in 
steadfast love” 
Psalm 145:8  

God’s Love is a coin 

of incomprehensible 

value. One side is 

emblazoned with the 

word grace. On the 

reverse is mercy. Both of 

these are positive acts of 

God.   

Mercy 

When God gives sinners what 

they do not deserve it’s called 

mercy. In spite of our failure and 

sin God does not punish us. Even 

though we deserve death God 

gives mercy. 

Grace 

God blessing us despite the fact 

that we do not deserve it is Grace. 

If God gave us what we deserved 

we’d be destined for hell.   

We deserve nothing from God. 

Nothing  we do can earn God’s 

mercy or grace. 

Anything good that we experience 

is a result of the grace of God.  

Where mercy and grace meet life 

is in the salvation offered in 

Christ. Instead of God punishing 

us as we deserve, God piled all 

our punishment on Jesus.  

In his mind-boggling mercy, he 

doesn’t give us what we deserve. 

Rather, he gave that to Jesus. 

In his outrageous, lavish grace, 

Our Lord gives us what we don’t 

deserve. He gives us the rewards 

earned by Jesus. 

Both grace and mercy reveal the 

staggering, glorious, delightful 

character of God. It is during Holy 

Week that God brings to fulfill-

ment His grace and mercy.  

 

Easter Sunday is April 21 and 

one big change for Kenton is 

that we will NOT have an Easter 

Sunrise Service. 

At Pastor Alan’s suggestion the 

Session approved canceling the 

service this year. The number of 

people who are able to attend has 

fallen to a handful.  

Our Easter breakfast will be at 9 

am. It will go till about 10 to 10:15. 

Deborah and Tim French head up 

our cooking. Breakfast will include 

made to order omelets.  

Easter Worship will be Calvary’s 

Love a cantata by Lloyd Larson, 

and Jay Rouse. As is our tradition 

those members of the congrega-

tion who wish may join the choir 

as we sing The Halleluiah Chorus 

at the end of worship.  
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Each week of Lent there will be 
readings in the Psalms, Old Testa-
ment, Letters, and the Gospels. 
These are for Monday—Saturday  
 

There is no reading on Sundays 
since they are not part of Lent. 

DATE PSALM OT EPISTLE GOSPEL 

April  3 AM  101, 109 
PM 119:121-144 

Jer. 18:1-11 Rom 8:1-11 John 6:27-40 

April  4 AM 69 
PM 73 

Jer. 22:13-23 Rom 8:12-27 John 6:41-51 

April 5 AM 107:1-32 
PM 107:33-43 

Jer. 23:1-8 Rom 8:28-39 John 6:52-59 

April 6 AM 102, 108 
PM 33 

Jer. 23:9-15 Rom. 9:1-18 John 6:60-71 

Sunday April 7  

April 8 AM 31 
PM  35 

Jer. 24:1-10 Rom 9:19-33 John 9:1-17 

April 9 AM 121-123 
PM  124-126 

Jer. 25:8-17 Rom 10:1-13 John  9:18-41 

April  10 AM  119:145-
176 

PM 128-130 

Jer. 25:30-38 Rom 10:14-21 John 10:1-18 

April  11 AM 131-133 
PM 140, 142 

Jer. 26:1-16 Rom 11:1-12 John 10:19-42 

April 12 AM 22 
PM 141, 143 

Jer. 29:1, 4-13 Rom 11:13-24 John 11:1-27 

April 13 AM 137, 144 
PM 42, 43 

Jer. 31:27-34 Rom 11: 25-36 John 11:28-44 

Romans 5:8 


