
 

Psalms 120-134 are 

known collectively as 

Songs of Ascent. The 

Jewish Mishnah relate 

them to the 15 steps be-

tween the Israelite’s court 

and women’s court. By 

far, most understand 

them as the psalms sung 

as pilgrims climbed the 

road to Jerusalem during 

the major festivals. 

For us these psalms offer us 

the chance to renew our joy 

in God and His love for us.  

They remind us that God 

is in control. No matter 

how hard things might get 

for those who follow Christ, 

God is there. He delivers, 

preserves, leads, and 

strengthens (120:2; 121:7; 

125:5; 125:1). Regularly, I 

use Psalm 121 in memorial 

services. 

Because of Jesus Messi-

ah the God of Israel is also our 

Lord.  

God has called, adopted, 

and made us heirs to His 

Kingdom because of the 

work of Jesus. 

He is the one who guides 

and protects us as we follow 

Him. While in exile the Jews 

wept even as they flour-

ished. In their salvation, the 

rebuilding of the temple and 

wall God made joy come 

from sorrows. 

The proper response to this 

news is worship and praise. 

And this response is an ex-

tension of the work God 

continually does in the lives 

of every believer. We are 

taken from a place of not 

seeing God at work, to a 

place in which we clearly 

see God’s plan. 

Do you dread going to 

church? Listen to what we 

have “I was glad when they 

said to me, ‘Let us go to the 

house of the Lord!’” (122:1). 

May we rejoice in the same way at 

Kenton.    
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they teach us...  
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storm 
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F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R :  

Palm Sunday 
Party before the Storm... 

Holy Week begins next Sunday 

but it does one well to focus our 

eyes on this critical week for crea-

tion. It begins with Jesus’ entry 

into Jerusalem as Passover is 

starting. It ends with Jesus’ being 

raised from the dead. In between, 

is a week from Hell. 

It is a week in which all of humanity is 

tested. His disciples fail 

Jesus. Peter denies him 

and Judas sells Him out. 

Thomas doesn’t believe 

Jesus has risen from the 

grave. 

The Jewish leaders be-

tray their love of power 

and position as they  

seek Jesus’ death. 

Rome’s opinion of Pilate 

is more important than 

doing what is right. The gathered 

crowd demands Jesus’ death. Some 

of the same people who shouted Ho-

sanna less than a week earlier. 

Even Jesus prays for His Father’s 

plan to be changed if it was possible. 

But He, and he alone submits himself 

to God’s plan.  

All that happens during this week was 

to fulfill God’s plan to take from Hell 

the power it holds over creation—

death and the fear of death.  

The moment when God turns His 

back on Jesus is the most horren-

dous moment in all history. Jesus 

cries “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?” and for the first 

time in eternity Jesus is not in com-

munion with His Fa-

ther. 

The punishment we 

deserve for our sins 

fell on Jesus. As did 

the punishment that 

everyone else de-

serves. This is  

Jesus’ death in Gib-

son’s The Passion of 

Christ  cuts to Satan 

screaming upwards in horror or an-

ger. As the camera pulls upward 

away from Satan you seen him left 

behind in a wasteland. That is the 

power of Christ’s cross. He has taken 

death and it’s power from Hell. And 

offers to us salvation and adoption as 

God’s heirs if we will believe.  

Peace.  

Each week of Lent we 

add something new to 

the cross... 

Less than a week before Je-

sus’ death a great crowd of 

people welcomed Jesus into 

Jerusalem. Matthew 21 rec-

ords it this way: 

 
8 

A very large crowd spread 

their cloaks on the road, 

while others cut branches 

from the trees and spread 

them on the road.
9 

The 

crowds that went ahead of 

him and those that followed 

shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

“Blessed is He who comes in the 

name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

10 When Jesus entered Jerusa-

lem, the whole city was 

stirred and asked, “Who is 

this?” 11 The crowds an-

swered, “This is Jesus, the 

prophet from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 

Pastor Alan 

What needs to be taken care for our Easter Clean Up?  

• Sweep cobwebs from the corners and ceilings  
• Dusting woodwork pews, doors, and landings 
• Vacuum and mop the elevator and landings 
• Checking and changing light bulbs 
• Vacuuming and cleaning the church entries 
• Washing the window on Chatham Street doors 
• Really need the entry steps pressure washed 

Wheelers will take care of the steps that afternoon. 

Saturday, April 13 join me as we clean Kenton 

Church and get it ready for Easter.   Pastor 
Alan 



 Prayer Driving: Prayer walking for lazy folk 

EASTER CHANGES... 
Yep, things are different this year 

“Therefore, since we 

are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight, 

and sin which clings so  

closely, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set 

before us”  

Hebrews 12:1 

The women’s Wednesday 
group has invited the 

rest of us to join 
them as the “Drive” 
and pray for spe-
cific places in our 
community.  

We will meet at the 

church parking lot, so 

as to leave at Noon.  

If you are not fasting, you 

are encouraged to bring a 

sack lunch. We will drive to each 

place in order to pray for the situa-

tions that surround them as well as 

for those who are involved in these 

places.  

On our list are: 

 Columbia Pool 

 Rite Aid building  

 Women’s Village 

 Dancing Bare 

 Alternative School & the school 

board 

During the Prayer Drive contact Kate 

Butler at 971-5066-8994 as she is 

coordinating this effort.  

The reason for such a event is to of-

fer a more Protestant stations of the 

cross.  

Let me offer you some insight from 

my prayer walking experiences.  

First, pray for God’s will. Do not con-

fuse what we’d like to see with God’s 

will. As shocking as it may seem they 

may not be the same 

Second, pray for those involved. 

There are victims and victimizers in 

each place. Some may be moved by 

greed while other by compassion. 

Pray that each and every person 

might experience God’s grace and 

mercy. Ask God to bless them and to 

bring them to faith in Jesus. 

Third, Thank God for an answer we 

may never live to see. Christians 

prayed for years for the a faith re-

sponse among Muslim people 

groups. Now that it is occurring some 

of them are part of what Hebrews 

12:1 calls a “a great cloud of witness-

es”. Remember, we pray but God’s 

will is the answer  

Easter Sunday is April 21 and 

one big change for Kenton is 

that we will NOT have an Easter 

Sunrise Service. 

At Pastor Alan’s suggestion the 

Session approved canceling the 

service this year. The number of 

people who are able to attend has 

fallen to a handful.  

Our Easter breakfast will be at 9 

am. It will go till about 10 to 10:15. 

Deborah and Tim French head up 

our cooking. Breakfast will include 

made to order omelets.  

Easter Worship will be Calvary’s 

Love a cantata by Lloyd Larson, 

and Jay Rouse. As is our tradition 

those members of the congrega-

tion who wish may join the choir 

as we sing The Halleluiah Chorus 

at the end of worship.  
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You’re reached the end of this 
years reading. Maundy Thurs-
day, April 18, marks the end of 
Lent.   

DATE PSALM OT EPISTLE GOSPEL 

April  10 AM  119:145-
176 

PM 128-130 

Jer. 25:30-38 Rom 10:14-21 John 10:1-18 

April  11 AM 131-133 
PM 140, 142 

Jer. 26:1-16 Rom 11:1-12 John 10:19-42 

April 12 AM 22 
PM 141, 143 

Jer. 29:1, 4-13 Rom 11:13-24 John 11:1-27 

April 13 AM 137, 144 
PM 42, 43 

Jer. 31:27-34 Rom 11: 25-36 John 11:28-44 

Palm Sunday April 14 

April 15 AM 31 
PM  35 

Jer. 24:1-10 Rom 9:19-33 John 9:1-17 

April 16 AM 121-123 
PM  124-126 

Jer. 25:8-17 Rom 10:1-13 John  9:18-41 

April  17 AM  119:145-
176 

PM 128-130 

Jer. 25:30-38 Rom 10:14-21 John 10:1-18 

April  18 AM 131-133 
PM 140, 142 

Jer. 26:1-16 Rom 11:1-12 John 10:19-42 


